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E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: OVIP (VANCE, CYRUS) 

SUBJECT: HIGHLIGHTS OF MAY 4 VANCE-ROEL CONVERSATIONS 

1 . AT ROEL'S REQUEST IN VIEW OF FORTHCOMING MEXICAN 
VISIT TO SOVIET UNION, CONVERSATION FOCUSED PRIMARILY ON 
WORLD ISSUES, PARTICULARLY THOSE WITH WHICH SOVIET UNION 
IS INVOLVED. CONVERSATION CONSISTED LARGELY OF 
PRESENTATION BY VANCE OF U.S. POSITIONS ON SALT, SOVIET- 
CUBAN ACTIONS IN AFRICA, PREPARATIONS FOR SPECIAL SESSION 
ON DISARMAMENT, "NEUTRON BOMB", CHINA, KOREA, VIETNAM, 

U.S. ARMS PACKAGE TO MIDDLE EAST. AND NAMIBIA. 

2. ISSUES OF SPECIAL INTEREST TO LATIN AMERICA WERE 
CONVENTIONAL ARMS RESTRAINTS IN LATIN AMERICA AND OAS 
(SEPTELS) CUBA AND TLATELOLCO. 

3. ON CUBA, ROEL EXPRESSED BELIEF THAT CUBAN ACTION IN 
AFRICA IS PRIMARILY "BLOOD PAYMENT" TO SOVIETS FOR 
MASSIVE ASSISTANCE. CUBANS ARE ALSO GETTING BENEFIT OF 
TRAINING FOR THEIR TROOPS IN ACTUAL COMBAT SITUATION. HE 
THOUGHT CUBAN ACTION BASED ONLY SLIGHTLY ON DESIRE TO 
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PLAY LEADERSHIP ROLE IN THIRD WORLD OR TO FOSTER WORLD 
REVOLUTION. ROEL SAID IF U.S. WOULD LIFT BLOCKADE, IT 
MIGHT BE POSSIBLE RESOLVE OTHER ISSUES WITH CUBANS SINCE 
CASTRO IS CLEARLY INTERESTED IN IMPROVING RELATIONS WITH 
U.S. SECRETARY VANCE SAID ONE OF HIS FIRST STATEMENTS 
AT THE BEGINNING OF THIS ADMINISTRATION WAS TO FAVOR 
NORMALIZATION WITH CUBA. U.S. TOOK NUMBER OF GENERAL 
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STEPS IN THIS DIRECTION. HOWEVER, CUBA DID NOT RESPOND 
SATISFACTORILY AND WE COULD NOT AFFORD TO GIVE AWAY OUR 
MAIOR BARGAININGCHIP FOR NOTHING FROM CUBA. ROEL SAID 
HE UNDERSTOOD U.S. POSITION AND WOULD BE GLAD TO BE OF 
ANY HELP HE COULD. 

4. TLATELOLCO TREATY. BOTH SECRETARY VANCE AND FOREIGN 
SECRETARY ROEL AGREED THAT SOVIET ANNOUNCEMENT OF 
INTENTION TO ACCEDE TO TLATELOLCO IS MOST FAVORABLE 
DEVELOPMENT. NOW THAT FRANCE HAS AGREED TO MAKE SIMILAR 
ANNOUNCEMENT PROBABLY DURING SPECIAL SESSION ON 
DISARMAMENT, CUBA REMAINS THE ONLY COUNTRY NOT TO HAVE 
SIGNED. ROEL AGREED TO DISCUSS THIS ISSUE FURTHER WITH 
CUBANS. VANCE 
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